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This document describes the human interface and mes- 
sage structures for “The Arabian Adventures" game proposed 
as the first game Packet Technologies should produce. 
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Introduction 


This document will describe the Human Interface and message structures 
for The Arabian Adventures. The @rabian Adventures will be the first 
game produced by Packet Technologies Peer Pare nee & testing enviran- 
ment will also be described. 


The Arabian Adventures is a graphics adventure game that will present 
&@ third person birds-eye view of rooms through which the user will 


move a graphic icon that will represent him. The user will be able to 
cause his icon to pick up objects in the room, drop them, and see what 
objects the icon is carrying. He will be able to pass between room to 
room, moving only ain the 4 perpendicular compass directions (north, 
east, south and west}. The user will be able to attack monsters and 
other users by causing his icon to collide with their icon. If the 
us@r has @ full keyboard, he will also be able to talk. Many other 


features can and will be implemented, but these features are the cen- 
trail core. 


The fantasy proyected through the game will be from the Arabian Nights 
stories. The stories will not be strictiy followed, so0 that anyone 
can play. There will be enough of the flavor of the stories to jua- 
tify the name. Some artistic Llisceanse will be taken in order to use 
familiar graphic icons and the common adventure game lexicon. The 
human interface should use graphics as much as possible, and text only 
when neccessary. The most important thing to remember is that this 16 
not just a simulation that uses the Arabian Night theme to define the 
shape of the icans. The interaction in the game should have the tex- 
ture af the stories. 


L. i. Purpose 


Games are an essential service that Packet Technologies inc. should 
supply for increased revenues for itself and the cable operator. 
Games do exist on information providers, but will operate slowly 
because the data transactions will be massaged by many processes. The 
PacketCable system can provide very high quality qames that will 
demonstrate the power of aur system to provide the best in tuwio-way 
gearvices. These games will have to be written specifically for our 
syatem, either in-house or by contract. 


The first game provided should also provide a testbed for gathering 
infarmation for the design of future games. It should appeal to 
teenagers, and feel like a normal stand alone computer game. It 
should be graphics oriented and easy to learn. 
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The game should operate in two environments during different phases of 
its developement. The first stage should be developed using the Scep- 
tre Terminal and the Microtel terminal as dumb terminals connected ta 
the Vax as a testing environment. The Final stage will use the real 
hardware for testing. If the hardware is not avaiiable by the final 
stage, then developement should continue using the dumb terminals. 


The game will be developed in stages, each stage having &@ nested set 
of features. At the completion of each stage, the code shall be 
archived and tested. The definition of the features of each stage 
shall be completely defined before any coding is begun. The purpose 
of developing in stages is to have avallable a working version of the 
game to iainstali and demonstrate at the earliest possible date. The 
features implemented in seach stage shall be defined elsewhere in this 
document. 
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3. Environment 

The first game is targeted te run in a System V Unix anvironment. it 

will use tap for some timing functions. it will be connected to CPs 

by the Headend Videotex Manager (CHYM:?. When users disconnect from the 

game, they will be handed to the HYM. It will talk to the CP Videotex 

Manager. It will not communicate with any downloaded application in 


the CP as part of the game (to be gaved for future games). 


It will build and send NAPLPS frames interactively to the connected 
CPs. [ft will communicate with the virtual NAPLPS terminal using 
record mode, so that upstream communication from the user will always 
b@ Less than 40 bytes Cone line of input only). Tt will be completely 
message driven, so there are no wasted cycles when no one is playing 
the game. Repeating messages from tqp will drive same artificially 
motivated elaments in the game. 


The game will be delivered in one configuration only 


oh Compatibility 


The game will be designed to run on System V Unix, written in the ¢ 
compiler supplied with the system. [t will use the standard input and 
output routines. The game will recieve input from the full keyboard 
as well as the remote control. 
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o. A Function 
a oe Installing the User in the Game 


The User enters the game by browsing the manus offered by the HeadEnd 


Videotex Manager. The HVM should be designed to have slots in which 
games can be plugged ins so that the HVM does not have to be recom 
piled ain order to install a new game. This wili probably involve a 


text readable boot file for the HVM. 


The HVE will send a Connect message to the game process when a user 
has selected to play the game. This will cause the game process to 
send the first NAPLPS frame te the user’s CP along with the state 
information needed to establish the connection with the CP Videotex 
Manager (VP>. Both the Cannect Message and Disconnect message are to 
be defined by the HVM. as well as the format of the state information 
for the first donstream NAPLPS frame. 


The first NAPLPS frame should identify that the user has indeed con- 


nected with the game by stating the name of the game. This frame 
should have some kind of artistic quality and acts as a cover to the 
game. An eaxample of the flavor the cover could be: 


& THOUSAND ADVENTURES 
AND MORE 


THE ARABIAN ADVENTURES 


This title screen is based on the entry page af the Arabian Nights 
stories: A thousand nights and a night ... the Arabian Nights. 


The game will download a character set to the user’s CP while he is 


Viewing this cover frame. To entertain the user while he waits: the 
boarder of the screen could be continually etched in the patterns fami- 
liar to Persian Rugs. Two other useful functions can be performed at 


this time: A hall of fame can be displayed, and the icons to be used 
in the game can be presented to the user with identifying labels for 


his Teview. 
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At this point, all messages coming from the user will be formed by the 
MAPLPS virtual terminal in the CP. The virtual terminal will display 
NAPLPS frames, recieve user input from any unprotected fields in the 
NAPLPS frame, and send them to the CP Videotex Manager. The CP 
Videotex Manager will merely put an IPC header on the user auinput and 
gand it te the game application in the HeadEnd. 


The game will oniy support a finite number of users playing simultane- 


ously. If all game connections are currently being used, newcomers 
will have to walt (or recieve an error message). Te make the wait 
more palatable, there should be a lobby which bares some resemblance 
fo EARS. The Lobby will remember who is in line to be next toa play. 
When players leave the game, they will exit into the lobby. That will 
be the clue to the lobby to insert the next person in line into the 
game. it will also give users the ability to query the person exiting 


the game, to find out if he ran into a trap, ete., so they can avoid 
it. 


The length of the queue in the Lobby will determine how hard it is too 
glay the game, so that the game connections are recycled more often. 


Now the uger is installed as a player. The new player is assigned an 
idantifier. & NAPLPS frame indicating the assignment of the identif- 
L@r is sent to the user. This acts as an acknowledgement that he is 


installed as well as informs him of how he will be represented in thea 
game. [It is called the Ack Frame. 


In addition, ali new player data pertaining to point-to-point address- 
ing Cand billing?} is recorded in the game database. 


Alphabetic characters can be wsed to represent players rather than 
colared shapes because they are @asier to recognize when there are a 
lot of unique moving symbols an the sereen. The user should be 
reoresentad by an icon that is immediately recognizable from all oth- 
The icon that a@ user sees to represent himself should resemble 
common mental image of Aladin (turban, sash, curled-pointed 
ppers>. The rest of the players could be represented in the same 
mn with flatter colors. or as letters of the alphabet. Seme experi- 
mentation will deteremine the scheme to be used. The biggest oroblem 
with using @& graphic icons to represent human beings is the labeling 
of textual messages to indicate who sent the message and/or who to 
send the message to. 
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The Ack Frame also contains the list of highest scoring players of ali 


time and perhaps a list of the highest scoring players this week. The 
Naintaeinance of this lists is neglible, and will spawn greater 
interest in the game. Since there is no direct numerical score in an 


adventure game, the list could be bilied as a hall of heroes in 
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chronological order. The game will provide ways for the users toa 
obtain hero status. The number of heroes Listed shall be small, and 
when the List is full. the oldest hero is taken of Ff the list. 


Statistics should be kept on the pattern of play. The game should 
keep a profile on disk of how many players are actively playing the 
Game at any one time. Every time a player enters or leaves the gqame, 
an entry should be appended to the file. Of particular interest is 
the average number of players during the peak hours of play. Future 
games can be designed fo support that number of players more can- 
veniently. These game states can be stored as system events and 
retrieved from the yournal. The data is bound to be numerous, and a 
private database can be provided, rather than clutter up the journal. 
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Moving the cursor icon 


The players command their agents to move using the numerical keypad. 
North is the 2 key. West is the 4 key. East is the & key. South is 
the & key. Players using a full keyboard can use the arrow keys. No 
diagonals are allowed because the full keyboard does not support diag- 
onal arrow keys. 


As the user enters numerical or arrow keys strokes, they are reflected 
in the input window. When the user depresses the ENTER key, the keys- 
trokes are sent to the headend. When the message is received by the 
headend game process, the command string is appended to the list of 
current commands pending for that user. 


The game will be designed soa that users who enter multiple command key 
sequences will have a greater advantage over users who enter single 
character commands always. The multiple key command string will cause 
thea player to move a little faster. (The polling loop with the 
headend game process will process commands faster than they can be 
delivered a character at a time.) Hopefully, This will lead players to 
enter in Long sequences of commands, attempting to undo what they 
predict other players wtill do. Thus the players can evolve into a 
sfrategy play, and cut down message traffic. 


in order to manage long character command strings better, two other 
keys are used. The zero key means to disregard all previously entered 
commands that are not yet implemented. The five key means "“"pause™®. 
The five key could be useful in creating unpredictable patterns of 
movement. 


The pace of movement should be more deliberate, much slower than the 
average skill and action game. The slowness in responding to single 
character commands will act as incentive to use muitiple character 
commands. The pace should be at most one movement per player per 
second and at least one movement per player every two seconds. The 
ideal pace would be if the user has enough time to decide and enter a 
four character command sequence just as @ previous four character cam- 
mand sequence is finished being implemented. 


If a player collides with a wall, his command is thrown away. ‘The 
command list for that player is erased and the character stops moving. 
This is done so the user can get his bearings again. 


Tf a player collides with another player, it is interpreted as an 
attack. Each player will have a variable that represents the strength 
of his character. Each time the user performs an action, his strength 
drops. The user’s strength will increase if he performs no function 
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during a command polling loop. if a player is attacked, his strength 
LS decreased. When his stre ength is zero, the user is deleted from the 
game. The user is informed of the status of hie health in the status 


wind ou. Rather than display a number, the user will see an adjective: 
aa) 


m3 
excal, super, great, good: ok, fai: poor, bad, and gasp. 


Sil input messages to the headend area processed first. When the input 
queue 1s empty, then the players are moved on the screen; a command at 
a2 time for each player. The order in which command lists are scanned 
L$ random for each polling loop of ths command lists. This is done so 
that no player can predict that his character will implement his com— 
mand before any other player. 


Players which have the full keyboard can access the communications 
wind ou This will act as an inducement to get a full keyboard. If 
the user has a full keyboard, he can tell a pushy player to "Bite the 
Waili' 

The following feature is Eee only if alphabetic characters are 
used to represent the users: Player A can taik to player B by typing 
ae texts CENTERI". picgee Gowilil sea “A: <text>" in his communica-— 
fions window. Player A can talk to players B, €C and BD by typing “BCD: 


ons 
<taxt> CENTERI“. Players B. C and Do will all see “A: <text>" in his 


communications window. Player A can talk to all players by typing ": 


a . + “a 48 
OW S F Sa a" . 


[f icons are used fo represent players, perhaps there could be a 
screen that would associated alphabetic characters with user icons. 
This would give us the freedom to provide point to point communication 
Lf desired. 


. ' : —— 4% - 
Some game elements will depend on how long the game has been monies 
at CON Sine fon 4 Ue we : . an i Le a ‘ és : 7 “ . - c r x he ae 
The game will have a timer that will always be coun Tene seca ae . 
as someone is playing the game. The game will have many Eime 
alaments sprinkled throughout. 
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3.2. Feature Sets 


There are 86 levels of featuras: 


Minimal ~ a current demo demonstrates this feature set 
Monsters - Attacking, Yelling, Whispering, pretty rooms 
Minidrama - Caves, Ships, one room scenarios. pushing, riding 
Magic —- Variety of magical objects 
Information - Weaving self help & user motivation into the game 
Background - Interaction between artificial agents in fhe game 
Drama —- algorithmically created scenarios 
Roles —- The users evolve in the game through roie playing 
Each feature set will be implemented in the order listed, nesting oan 
the previous feature get. The first 4 levels of features will define 
a pretty good game. Fach additional features set beyond these will 


bring it closer to a great game with a much longer lifetime. 


5. 


i 
po 


Minimal Feature Sef 


2. 


Ir 


: oe & Cover Frame and User Connections 


The current demo encompasses most of the minimal feature set that is 


needed to actually have a game. There will be a minimal cover frame 
that tells the name of the game. Tt will support the connection af 
the maximum number of players (24). When a user leaves the game, his 


belongings will be deposited in the room where he last resided. 


The user will sea himself as a graphic icon that resembles the common 


mental image of Aladin. All moving icons are created using the BDRCS 
feature of NAPLPS. DRCS characters are used becuase they are the 
fastest form of graphics delivered in NMAPLPS save ASCII only. A DRCS 
character can only be printed in one color at a time. Users should be 
depicted with at least three colors because they ara the objects of 
most interest and will be lookad at most often. This can be done by 
placing three DRCS characters in the same character cell. Any other 


icon that desires to have more than one color must utilize one DBRCS 
character per calor. 


& User can be shown the other users as icons that look like himself, 
but they must be easily differentiable from himself. They could be 
drawn using a flatter set of colors. There may not be enough colors 
to perform this trick. There are only i6 colors. Ali players shouid 
have the same base color for the face of Aladin (We don’t want to 
design in prejudice based on color}. Some colors can not be used for 
the color of Aladin’s clothing because they are reserved as backgound 
colors for rooms: Nominal Black. Sand Dune Grown, Ocean Blue, and Bark 
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Broun. The color combinations chosen for the other players must seem 
less bright than the User’s colors. Ali colors chosen must look good 
regardless of the background color of the room. With all these res~- 
frictions, it may not be possible to represent all players as human 
Lika Lecons. 


There are only 96 DRCS characters. They should be used sparingly. 
The definition of the characters is a slow process and should he done 
oniy once at the beginning of the game. It is possible to redefine 
-haracters at different points of the game to attain more than the 


NAPLPS imposed limit of 96. but that should be gaved as a last resort 
for game extension. 


Players will be able to communicate with each other when they are in 

he same room. If the first character of a message is the ‘: ° charac~ 
tar, then the entire message is interpreted as a communication to 
‘thar users. The text of the message will appear in the bottom row of 
a scrolling text window. The message will be labeled on the far 
ft of the window, indicating who sent the message. The label wiil 
(thar be a letter of the alphabet, or an icon that looks similar to 
the graphic icon used by the agent who spoke. The game can use that 
as a pointing mechanism to talk about obyects in the game: particu- 
larly users, by putting the icon in the middle of the message. Users 
may be allowed to insert icons in their messages using 4 macro, like 
eit Lollowed by a letter of the alphabet. 


jill 
‘ 

Ir 
ae 


Rooms 


The game will support 200 rooms when finished Cif time permits}, AL] 
200 roams will be created at the very first and stored on disk in one 
Large file as records. At first, all rooms will be crude and practi- 


- 


cally featureless. The rooms will be designed more artistically in 
the next feature set. All connections and passage ways between rooms 
will be implemented. There will be a variety of different environ- 


nants within the rooms. 


Two hundred rooms may seem like a lot. especially if a small number of 
users will be playing at atime, and they will tend to cluster in 


groups. Nevertheless, a large number is needed because a graphic 
adventure is expected to appear infinite, so that users are attracted 
to replay the game and have a different experience each time. (We 


will be lucky if there is time to implement 200 rooms. } 


in a standard graphics adventure, stepping off the east edge of a room 
wiki place the user on the west edge of &@ neighboring room. ALl geog- 
raphy in the game is expressed as different rooms. If neighboring 


roams do not have a wall between them, it psychologically appears that 
the two rooms are actually part of a large plane, and that the user‘s 


ul 
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is 


mental eye has yust moved in order to continue Viewing the graphics 
Leon that represents him. 


There will tue palaces, which will be identical except for color. 
ach palace will have a bazaar, taverns, a hall of audiences to meet 
with the Caliph, a treasury, an armory, etc. Each palace will be sgur- 
rounded by a set of rooms which emulate a wall Surrounding the palace, 
two of which provide a West gate and an East gate. There will alsa be 
windows in the palace walls. and secret passages. 


The area surrounding the palace walls will be more densely populated 
with articles. As the user leaves the palace in any direction, the 
raom features become more plain and identical, emulating the desert, 
ang the ability to get lost in the desert. To help this fantasy, the 
connections between rooms could be dynamic in the central part of the 
desert where there are the least amount of features for the user to 
orient himself. The connections between rooms do not have to reflect 
real geometry. There could be impossible combinations connections 
created simply because it 15 a goftware pointer to a piece of data. 
(Leaving a room to the North could lead to the same room as leaving to 
the Seuth. >} Out in the heart of the desert, changing the connections 
npetween rooms will give the user the feeling that he ig lost in the 
degert. Ag a design, we shouldn’t disorient the user too much. The 
purpose is not to get the user lost and frustrate him. This feature 
is there simply to set the mood of the desert as a mysterious place. 


The connections of rooms in the desert could change from time to time, 


but not very frequently. It will be refered to as the “shifting 
ganda". The reconnecting of reoms should only happen when people are 
in the rooms affected. The users should be warned that this is hap 
pening. THe sound of a strong wind would De excellent, but since 
NAPLPS provides very poor sound capability (beep: ?, coe users will 
probably jgust see a message in the text window stating: The sands 


have shifted". 


o be a sea shore, to the east of which will reside 
te ace most of the adventures of Sindbad The Seaman will te 
portrayed as minidramas eventually. The palaces wilt be closer to the 
seq shore, but as far apart from each other as possible. In the Cen- 
tral Far West will be a mountainous area where rebel thieves Solas 
The distances between the mountains and the palaces should all 
equidistant. The shifting sands will be in the center of the triangle 
transcribed by the two palaces and the mountains. 


When a user enters the game, he will come out of aU pond called pits 
Pool of Ablution". The room will have a pond in the middle J pis 
room covering about one fourth of the room. At the oe ae & 
lower edge of the pool is a white square. No one can enter 13 sree 
from the outside if he is carrying anything. No monsters erat ariel 
here. The pool will reside near the sea shore, half way between the 
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two palaces. There will be two secret passages, one to each of the 
palaces. If a user goes into one of the passages, he can not enter 
into the other one while he is still logged into the game. 


In the north west corner of the world, there will be a mountain pass 
that a giant protects and does not let any real users pass. Through 
this pass come visiting dignitaries and perhaps foreign invaders. Lt 
will also act as a hook into a future version of the game. From the 
mountain pass will emerge the road to Sadir. This road will mark a 
path more or less diagonally accross the desert, separating the north 
and south kingdoms. 


The global map will wrap around from north to south. The west will be 
blocked by high mountains. Tha east will be an infinitely long ocean. 


The map will have three nested levels that connect all of the rooms. 
For example, consider the palace: The palace will appear in one room 
as a shape that covers ome fourth of the screen. It will have eight 
doors embedded in its outer perimeter that are clearly marked. These 
doors will lead to eight rooms that are connected as the outer perim- 
iter of a three by three matrix of rooms. The eight rooms will look 
Like a close up of the palace walls. There will be two doors leading 
into the inner palace from each of these eight outer rooms. The inner 
palace is actually a matrix af 5 by 35 rooms that do not wrap around on 
the edges. Note that there are i646 rooms on the outer perimeter of the 
5 by 5S matrix, one for each door into the inner palace. 


The nested levels of maps are helpful in allowing the user to get “toe 
where he wants to go with as few moves as possible. This was done so 


that the experienced player will not get too bored when he has te 
cover great distances. 


The shifting sands are handled in this same way. The main difference 
is that the shifting sands top Level entry points move around and seek 
out users to swallow up. If the shitting sands are getting close, the 
user will receive a message that reads: “The winds are blowing”. AS 
it gets closer, the message will be repeated with an additional adyec- 
tive tacked onto the end. like “harder“ or “very hard”. 


ae eee eae Ob pects 
At first, there will be a static amount of obyects in the game. The 


user will pick up objects by piacing his icon over the object icon and 
depressing the letter “p“ or a TS key and depressing the ENTER key. 
The object will disappear from underneath the user’s icon. indicating 
that the user picked the obyect up. 
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To view the obyect while it is being carried, the user has to go inta 
his inventory room by depressing “i" or a TS key followed by ENTER. 
The inventory room shall have all the user‘’s possesions iaid out in a 
matrix. A&A box outline cursor shall reside over one of the objects. 
The position of the cursor indicates what object the user has in his 
hand. The upper left hand cell of the matrix is always empty, and 
@llews the user fo place his hand on nothing. The user moves his hand 
aver the matrix of objects using the normal arrow keys or a TS key 
followed by ENTER. The cursor is not allowed to land on a call that 
does not contain an object, except for the upper ieft ceil of the 
Matrix. 


The cursor may wrap around at matrix edges. to be detarmined by axper- 
imantation. The current thought is to allow the user to move fis hand 
to @ new obyect without entering the inventory room. & wrap around 
cursor for the hand will not allow a user to orient his hand without 
Looking in the inventory roam. 


Some objects will obstruct the user’s movement, so that walls and 
Mazes can be built. This should be based on & Comparison of an attri- 
bute, so that some obyects can only be passed if the user i185 strong 
(climbing a hill? or if the user is not yust walking (like riding a 
camel or a eagle:. 


2 28. Is Keys 


put 
ii ti 


Seme of the TS keys may have game functions mapped anto them. Thea 
avallable keys are: 


LOCA - axit the game 
FAV ~ whisper 
NEXT -~ move the user’s hand to the obyect to the right 


PREV Caniy on full? ~- move his hand to the laft 
INDEX - go fo the inventory room 


MORE - pick the object up 
BACK ~- drop the object. 
HELP - (could be special help screen or woven into game) 


ORDER - Yall 
REPLY —~ talk 


One may wonder why the ability to talk shouvid be given to the TS user. 


They can only utter numbers. Nevertheless, this can add to the game 
as a subculture. [It can be thought of as a foreign ianguage, or the 
babbling of idiots. An entire dialect based on numbers could evolve. 


We should consider it as a valid possibility. 


The HELP key could actually cause the game to give the user an advan-~ 
tage, depending on how long he has been playing the game and how much 
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he is carrying. Depressing the help key could make it easier for the 
user to stumble onto a valuable obyect or weapon. This key may also 
be considered a prayer when the user is being attacked by monsters, 
and could cause something to come to his rescue. 


5.2.1.5. Monsters 


In this feature set, there will only be one kind of enemy: the lion. 
They will travel in prides and not leave the room they are assigned. 
They will remain in the desert for the most part. Their movements 
will be no faster than the user’s, and they will not be very intelii- 
gent. They only need to hit a player one or two times to cause death. 
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3. 2. 2. Monster Feature set 
9.2.2. i. Cover Frame 


The Cover Frame will be made complete, with all the bells and whis- 


9. 2. &. &. Rooms 
Ali rooms will be made to look nice and artistic. Room backgrounds 


wiil be constructed with the Mosaic feature of NAPLPS. 


Normally, this isn’t done until all the rest of the game is finished, 
because the process of refining the depiction of the rooms could go on 
forever. It will be done at this time for the purpose of having a 
ready demonstration during davealopment. 


en 
ify 


ae Attacking 


Until now, thea collision of the user with another obyect only resulted 
in one of two states, the user was allowed to move into the character 
cell or he was not. Now, if the user is not allowed to enter the 
character cell, the abject residing in that cell may be affected. The 
effect will be determined by what kind of object it is, how strong the 
uSer is; and what the user is holding im his hand. 


If the user is holding 8 weapon in his hand, he is attacking the 
ob yect. AS a result af the attack, the user also loses strength. if 
the user's hand is empty (the inventory room cursor 15 on an empty 
matrix position?, then the user is attempting to push the object. 
Fushing will not be implemented until the next feature set. 


Jisers will be attacked by monsters and will need to attack to protect 


themselves. Or they may want to kill a beast, after which they can 
Pick it up, and exchange it at the bazaar for money. Or they can sim- 
ply KLLilL and rob each other. [f a user succeeds in killing a fellow 


player, all the objects that player was carrying are spilled onto the 
sand, and the dead user disappears out of the game. 


3. 2. 2. 4. Yelling and Whispering 


[f the user ends a communication with an exclamation saint, it is 
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interpreted as a Yell. & yell is sent to all players in the same 
room, as well as all players in the neighboring 4 rooms if any. Tt is 
alsa gent to any monsters in thase rooms. 


If the user surrounds the text of his message with parentheses, then 
the message is only sent to players that are in the same room and are 
within one of the & neighboring celis of his icon. The parentheses 
represent a side comment. They symbolize speaking through cupped 
hands into another’s ear. 


This feature aliouws private conversations. It was designed to allow 
more than two to talk in private. In reality, there is a probability 
attached to the distance between players that determines if the 
conversation was overheard by another player in aother room. If the 
distance is i or 2 steps away, the message is always heard. But if 
the user 185 4 ar 3 steps away, there is a lower chance. This will 
allow the game to lead the user along, by allowing him to stumble onto 
@ conversation in a tavern between two game controlled actors. In 
later features of the game, role playing will affect overhsaring 
whispering. Wazirs (Wizards?) always hear whispers because they are 
magic. Thieves have keener ears and have a higher probability of 
overhearing. 


The affect of whispering does not only have to appiy to the reciept of 
mesdages. [If a user is far from the speaker, perhaps the message will 
be garbled a little, like replacing letters with blanks so it is 
harder to decipher. 


3.2.2. 2. Hiding and Looking 

If a user types “h"“, that means he is attempting to hide. Tt will 
causes his icon to disappear on the screen, and whatever else may have 
been at that Location. If the hidden one remains motionless, no one 
will know he is there. Of course, he will have to enter the room by 


himself first. 


To oppose that feature, the “1" key means "look closer”. se will 
cause anything that is hidden close by to be redrawn on the genibaridad 
In Later feature sets, some roles will be better at hiding than oth 
ars. (a random filter will determine if a look command will reveal 
the hidden user?. Other roles will be better “Lookers ; (There range 
of view as well as intensity of view will be higher. ?) 


S 2. 2. &. Guards and Palace Gates 


The palace will be issued guards that wander around it and police it 
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and sometimes go on patrols into the desert. Any user can be in the 
palace courtyard, and in the hall of audiences, but if the user is in 
any other place; they will come after the offenders. If the user is 
haiding &@ weapon when they catch up to him prepare for a fight to the 
death. If the user is not holding a weapon once they get in a neigh 
boring cell, they will drag him of Ff Eo the Caliph who will sentence 
him. The user might get off, he might be jailed, or he could be sen- 
fenced to death, depending on where he was first seen by a guard and 
how well the Caliph enjoyed his dinner. 


In human interface terms, the user is not actually forced to watch his 
icon be physically moved to the hall of audiences where the Caliph is. 
The screen is just redrawn as if the user appeared at the entry way of 
the hall of audiences, and then the user’s icon is let leose, but the 
doors are Locked. If the user is sentenced to jail, there are secret 
ways out, but only the rebels know how. The jail is close to a window 
on the palace wall, so yelling can attract attention. If the user 
breaks through the window, he May escape. The guards may hear and 
follow immediately, or they may discover later. but they will eventu- 
aliy pursue the criminals. The window is repaired as soon as it is 
known that 16 is broken. 


Note that they do not take the user’s goods, only his weapons. The 
user could try to bribe the Caliph: which may make him feel better or 
worge, depending on where he was when caught. Offering him money when 
the user was near his treasury or Harem is not advised. Attacking the 
Caliph is not advised, either. Doing sa could cause a war, particu 
lariy if the user succeeded in killing the Caliph. 


The palace gates close once a day during the prime time hours for 
about 45 minutes, maybe more. During this time, the rebels have more 
af a free reign over the desert, because there are no patrols. Tie 
rebels sweep down fram the mountains and steal things, and do other 
unclean activities. 


During this period, intriguing things happen in the bazaars, etc. 
Part of the intrigue is trying to sneak into the palace from the out-— 
Side. 


os... 7. Lions: Eagles and ete. 


The Lions will be beefed up a little more in this feature set. They 
will stili stick together in prides of 2 or 3S. They will be able to 
move from room to room, But will still remain in the desert. They 


wlll randomly wander from room to room in search of users to eat. 
They will smell users in neighboring rooms and will hasten to them. 
There is 8&8 random factor that they may not smell the user. They 
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immediately respond to yelling. Their speed will be determined by how 
hungry they are. Real lions eat ance a week. These lions will, too. 
The function of their speed will depend on how long ago they made 
their last kill. They won’t aven wander to a new room for two days 
after a kill. Lions will roar when they are hungry. The roar will 
appear in the communications window. The frequency of roaring will 
indicate how hungry they are. When they are dangerously hungry, their 


roaring will be yelling, so that users can hear them in neighboring 
rooms. 


Fagles will remain close to the mountains. Fagles are solitary 
creatures. They rarely bother people, unless the user gets too close 
to their nests. I? the user takes something of theirs, they will 
relentlessly pursue him. Rebels require users to get an eagle’s 


teather to be a member of the inner clan tThe Simsim;. 


Yultures will fly over the deserts in groups of SG ar 4. They will not 
attack unless the user’s strength is less than FAIR. Then the chance 
of attack will be rare. As the user’s strength decreases, the possi- 
bility of attack increases. This could snowball, so be careful, and 


rest alot in their presence. 
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9, ee at Minidrama Feature Set 

Obsects should be endowed with properties. They should te able to be 
broken when attacked, or pushed out of the way. User’s should he able 
to hide their objects in caves when they leave the game, so they can 
keep them safe until they return. im addittion. simple traps should be 
sat up to give the flavor of the stories. These short scenarios will 


orobabily resemble puzzles more than anything else, but will give some 
advantage to users who have read the stories. | 


7 ar ee Pian Hbiects and Caves 

The whole system of objects should be dynamic. When the game first 
begins, there should be weapons and jewels placed here and there in 
the game. Automated merchants should allow the trading of gems for 
WeAaADONS. In reality, the marchants are game processes that destroy 
the gems and generate weapons in their stead. AS more and more users 
obtain obyects and hide them away, More objects will have to be 
created for the incidental player so he can pick a few things up and 
get started. (The game should recognize that he doesn’t have. much, 


and place an object in his way s0 he can stumble on it. 3} 


To keep experienced players on their toes, weapons could be suscepti- 


bie to deterioration. Every time a cimitar is used fo hit something, 
1G will deteriorate a JLlittie more. Ob yects, if attacked, will 
deteriorate more rapidiy. Doors can be broken down. (Broken doors 
ara fixed by wandering slaves who act as janitors of the game.} Some 
objects can be pushed. The type of obyect determines how much 
strength i185 needed to push if. Uniy one obyect can be pushed at a 
time. 


Caves will be implemented to allow user‘’s to store their belongings 
between periods of play. Caves are special purpose rooms that are not 
stared on disk Like regular rooms. The only thing recorded on disk 
about a cave is what real room it is connected to, and what ob jects 
are inside. & cave looks like a black featureless room. There is only 
ane entrance at the center of the screen on the top row (to give the 
illusion of descending into the cave). Only one person can be in a 
cave at atime. Caves can be locked with a magic word. The magic 
word must be 4 ascii characters. Upon leaving the cave, the user must 
say a four letter word, or the door won’t open. That will be the key- 
word to let the user back in. When the user enters a cave, the 
obyects within itt are randomly strewn all over. Exiting a@ cave and 
then re-entering it immediately will show the objects inside in com- 
pletely different positions. 


The first time a cave is entered, the secret wonT d is Coco. & 
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numerical word will allow TS users to have caves. Tt is feasible te 
only allow Full Keyboard owners to access caves, in the which case the 
default secret word should be more artistic, like "ALLA". & Four 
character length was chosen for convenience only. The key word should 
mot be very long. Making the keyword dynamic in length raises all 
kinds of issues that probably aren’t worth the effort. The user can 
say a word as long as he wants: but only the first 4 characters ara 
significant. 


There 15 @ problem that a user can go around a lock all the caves 
before anyone gets a chance to use them, if he knows where they are. 
To avoid this, it should be made harder to do. So, every cave pass-~ 
word must be unique. Any user that wants to monopolize a lot of caves 
must have a real good memory. What this means is, if a user is in his 
cave and says a four letter word that will not open the door, he knows 
it has been used. This will aliow him to open that other user’s cave; 
if he can find it. Happy Hunting! 


Each time a cave 1s entered, it's usage counter is reset to zerg. 
Once a day, ali cave usage counters are incremented. if a usage 
counter ever reaches 7. then the password is reset to the default 
password. This is done to recycle the caves if a player gets bored 
and doesn’t play anymore. Note that the belongings are still there 
for the lucky user who stumbles on them. This was implemented to 
force a serious user to play at least once a week. If a user plays 
every night, he might become a hero and have even greater disk access 
priviledges. (See Drama Feature Set: 


ae eae’ ee Keys, Locks and Doors 

There should also be locks and keys in the game. The user can only 
plckup a lock if if is not on a door, or if it is unlocked. The user 
can lock a door by placing his hand on a lock, stepping on the door, 
and then dropping the Lock. The user will not go through the door if 
his hand is holding a Lock. There are two sides to every door, but 
fhe lock is only acessible from the side where it was placed. Henc &, 


@ door can have tuo Locks on if, one on either sida. 


To apen a door that is locked, step on the door, and drop the key to 
tha lock. [If the key worked, there will be a open lock laying on the 


door. The key will remain in the user‘’s hand regardless. 


To not use up lots of characters defining different types of Locks, 
thera are locks of different colors, and keys of different colors. Cf 
a key has the same colors as a Lock, it will open it. Note that there 
may be many keys and locks all of which are of the same colors. 
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Doe. a Riding Camels, horses. and other things 

if the user steps on something and types “r* followed oby ENTER: it 
means he has attempted to ride something. There are camels, horses, 
eagles and even magic carpets to ride. If the user attempts to ride 
something illogical, he has wasted a move. To dismount, use "r’ 
again. Attempting to ride a famale icon will result in a scream, and 
being labeled a vile criminal fit only to Live with the rebels. There 
are ways to redeem ones honor, but death 15 easier. (If a heros 
attempts this, he will be stripped of his title. For hero. see Drama 


Feature Set. } 


While riding a horse, camel, or eagle, the user can move greater dis- 
tances in less time. Horses move three times as fast as walking when 
near the sea shore. Horses go twice as fast in the desert. Camels go 
three times as fast in the desert, but only twice as fast at the sea 
shore, Fagles go three times as fast wherever they are. Horses and 
camels both go three times as fast as walking when on the road to 
Sadir. | 


Camels and horses can be bought in the bazaars. Camels can only be 
pought in the southern palace. Horses can only be bought in the 
morthern palace. The Animal Sales are held continually just within 
both of the palace gates. QOniy one Camel is sold at a time, with a 
Specific price attached to if. at First the price is high, but AS 
time goes by, fhe price goes down, to bottom out at a base price. 
Drapping the right price in the bowl next to the camel will purcahse 
it. Bon’t mount a camel that you haven‘’t paid for, or you‘’ll be 
accused of stealing. | 


TRiS is the only section of the bazaar that animals are allowed in. 
if animals are found in any other room of the bazaar, they will be 
killed. Appropriate signs will be posted. The owners of these camels 
will be fined or jailed. depending on the mood of the Caliph. 


ist 
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Friday Night Fights 


All week long, users will sea pamphlets scattered throughout the game 
announcing the Friday Night Animal Fight. The fight will take placa 
im #@1ither the North or South Palace (50% chance}. The fight will 
always take place in the same room off the side of the bazaar. No one 
will be able to enter the room until the fight begins. The room will 
have aA large cage in the middie of the room. in the cage will be 
placed to predetermined animals. (The animals were determined at the 
end of the fight last week. The pamphlets say what kind of animals 
are being pitted against each other. 3} 
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The purpose of the friday night fight is four fold. First, it adds 
character to the game because it will foster a sanse of Adventurous 
fantasy in the players. Second, it will be away to earn wealth 
through betting (To be described). Third, it provides a place for 
fraguent players to come and meet newcomers who will be attracted here 
by the pamphlets. Fourth, it fosters competition because heroes of 
the opposing kingdom will have to come here to “play". 


The fight itself will be more iike Wrestling on TY. Tt will be obvi- 
ogualLy fake. The animals will squawk alot when they are hurt. The 
#ight will go through various shifts of which animal has the advan- 
tage. It will take about 26 minutes for one of them to win. Game 


agents will holler in the background, to give the feeling that this is 
a bunch of rufftians, and it is OK to “act tough". 


The mechanics of betting are simple. All users bet against the house. 
There are two posters at the top of the room, at the west and east 
edge of the room. Under each poster is a bow]. Dropping a jewel in 
the bowl will place a betting ticket in the user’s inventory. The 
betting ticket will have a number on it of how much has been bet. The 
odads are double or nothing. When the fight is over. cash in your 
ticket by dropping it on the bowl. & yewel of the right amount will 
appear in the tiunventery to replace the ticket. Dropping additional 
jeawels simply increase the amount of the ticket. it is OK to bet on 
@ach animal. The tickets are colored in the colors of the two palaces, 
fo help cause a bias between them. You can bet all the way up until 
the end of the fight. That way, as one of the animals is about to 
iose, a lot of betting may take place (like a feeding frenzy}! But be 
careful, the apparent loser might all of a sudden gain his strength 
back and the fight will go on (A&A ploy to get people to bet more}. 


As a trick. a user can keap his betting tickets if he bet on an animal 
who Los. The ticket will be good at next week’s fight. The game 
will never say so, but the color of the ticket that lost one week will 
always win the next week, so that users will be able to get rich if 
they are smart. This will never be advertized. I’m hoping they will 
discover it and think they ara cheating the game. I‘m also hoping it 
causes greater attendance at the fights. 


The Caliph will attend the fights once in awhile. If he does, the 
odds go up three to )8=0—ru one. The taverns will spread rumors that the 
Caliph may attend the fight on the previous Wednesday and Thursday. 


When the fight is over, users are expected to hang around and talk. 
Gut atter awhile, the caretaker will announce that they are closing. 
Tf you don’t leave within 3 minutes, you’ll be sent back to HVM. 
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vs ae gage Mees [Islands of Sindbad the Seaman 

In order to have islands, there must be an ocean and ships. Ships are 
docked at the sea shore. The user rides a ship gust Like he would 
ride a camel or horse. Ships don’t move any faster than walking, but 
only ships can go in the water. [ft the user enters the water without 


a ship, he will be at the mercy of the tides. 


Trying to use cursor movement commands will infiuvence the current of 
the tide (swimming?, but the user does not have direct control over 
his movement. Swimming does take more strength than walking, so 060the 
user will tire more rapidly. The user will appear to be going under 
the water and then will reappear at a nearby location in the water. 
The user could be brought back to the sea shore safely, but he might 
algo bea deposited on an island. He could also be eaten by a Sea Ser- 
pent. The user will tire less rapidly if he is carrying Less, but 


everything he drops is Lost forever. 


the user 16 riding something, and lands in the ocean, the object he 

S$ Tiding wtll sinks unless 1¢ was a flying object or a camel. if 
user is riding a camel and commands him to step in water, the camel 
3 not move and the user will fall off into the water. 


The center of the ocean will have dynamically connected rooms Like the 
shifting sands in the middle of the desert. When the ocean rooms can- 
nections are changed, the user will see a text message that treads: 
“The tides have changed". This will happen infrequently (about once 
every i or 2 minutes). The “changing tides" are an inner set of rooms 
that ate arranged in a three by three matrix. 


There is an island where there is a great white dome. The possibility 
f reaching this island safely without sinking is 33%. The dome is 
ctually a giant egg. The mother of the egg comes and goes occassion- 
Lig. If the egg 18 damaged. she will kill all users on the island. 
f there 15 €@ ship nearby, she may sink it, too. [If she succeeds. the 
ser will float helplessly until a current carries him to another 
island. If the egg is not damaged when the mother bird arrives: she 
wiki not notice the users and will roost on the egg. Users can then 
crawl on her. If a user crawls on her and waits for two polling 
loops, She will fly him to the jeweled island. There is no oather way 
to get to the jeweled isiand. All ships headed for the jeweled island 
wili crash and sink. 7 


On the jeweled island, the eagle will drop the user off in a room 
where the user is trapped on the bottom half of the screen. called the 


valley of the snakes. There are numerous yewels everuwhere. There 
are also large snakes. Eagles ocassionally attack the snakes, but 
WLlili leave the user alone. The snakes attack rarely, and never in 
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groups. The only way to get out is to ride the red pieces of meat 
that are thrown down once in a while (around evey S minutes}. An 
eagie will swoop down and grab the piece of meat. If the user 16 Trid- 
ing it, he will escape. He will be carried to yet another room where 
the bird will land and then be chased away by merchants. If the user 
does not give the merchants sufficient pay for saving him: they will 
throw him back down into the valley of the snakes. Near the merchant 
is a room where there is a boat that will take the user where he wants 
to go. 


If The user guides his ship to the island of the apes, am army of apes 
will tear the ship apart and steal everything the user has. There 16 
a@ giant black savage on this isiand that eats human flesh. He wili 
capture users and take them to his Aut. There will be ather captives 
already there. This captives will talk of secrets of the game that 
the user can learn nowhere else, such as where to find the Jinni of 
the Lamp. The Savage will eat a captive every once in awhile. Reali 
users that are being held prisoner will always be saved last for 
dessert. The Savage leaves after avery meal. While he 15 gone, the 
user may find a hidden ship that will take him to safety. As soon 4s 
a user boards the ship, the savage will come to the island sea shore 
and throw rocks at tha ship. If he hits the ship, it will sink and 
the users will float helplessly to another island. 


Uther islands include: 


A jeweled island where the only way out is an underground stream. 


The island with the palace of the 40 doors, 
behind one is a winged stallion. 
An island which if you land on it becomes a large fish 
you must get back to your boat before it goes under. 
An island that has a harem which call te you to come 
as you get nearer, the current draws your ship closer 
to a sea monster that guards the island 


it aa heel Pe ~ B Other Short Dramas 


Each palace has an east gate room and a west gate room. This is where 
users should park their camels and horses. If you take your stead 
into the palace, the guards will arrest you and kill your animal. lf 
you resist, they will do you in, toa. After being arrested, you are 
tried by the Caliph. You may be fined, jailed, or set free with a 
warning. In each gate room, there is one camel placed that belongs to 
the game. This is called the Tease Camel. The Tease Camel indicates 
that this is the parking lot for camels, but also has a dramatic pur- 
pose. If a user mounts a camel in a room without first dismounting 
from aocamel in that room, it means he is stealing the camel. Users 
may attempt to steal this camel. When someone steals a camel, he is 
declared a criminal, and his picture appears in a poster in the Hall 
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of Affairs in the palace. Whoever kills this thief will recieve a 
i 


The user steps into a room and is met with a beautiful princess. She 
draws closer. The user enters her inner chamber, whereupon the doors 
to the inner chamber close. A Jinni is revealed lying motionless in 
the corner of the inner chamber. The girl demands the user give her a 
ring elise she will wake up the Jinni. If the user doesn’t have a 
ring, something wealthy may suffice. Else, its rumble-tumble with the 
Linnie But not right away. The user has a little while. Attacking 


the Jinni while he sleeps will weaken the Jinni: but will also awaken 
him. Attacking the girl will immediately awaken the Jinni. Attacking 
the door has a random chance of awakening him. (56/50 that the door 
wlil open before he awakens} 


@ user steps into a tavern. &fter a short while, the owner of the 
rmoocames nearer. When he is 4 steps away, he pauses and saus: We 
it Like strangers here. Ali of a sudden, all the oather patrons 
t to move away from them leaving the user and the tavern keeper 
Then the tavern owner starts to move in. and the crowd starts 
to mumbie and make bets. The user could have avoided all this by giv- 
ing a gift to the owner when he first came in the placa. Or perhaps 
the user could have made a show of force by coming into the place with 
@weapon in his hand. Or when the tavern owner calls you out, start 
advancing oan the owner quickly: which may cause his confidence to 
fade, and he will back down and apoligize. (This scene is more algea- 
rithmic than deterministic. Other statemants that the tavern cuner 
could make is: We don’t aliow your kind. OR You are a thief! } 
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There is a need for short dramas that require ai group. After all, 
this is a multipiayer game. The traditional way is to provide rooms 


where there are just teo many monsters for one person to handle, ar 
different types of monsters that need differant things to kill them, 
and they happen to attack at the same time. We will provide that: but 
We can be a little more creative than that also. A simple way that 
has never been used is to make a long adventure at the end of which is 
& roeom that can only be opened from the outside. The roam contains 
lots of treasure, but the user needs to bring a friand to hold the 
doar oapen. 7 | | 


st 
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2. ae. 4. Magic Feature Set 


= 


When this feature set is completed, this will be a reasonably complete 
game. It will have ali the elements of an adventure and enough polish 
fa project an Arabian Nights fantasy. The additional feature sets 
Will add more dramatical interchange for the users, but are not abso- 
Lutely essential for game glay. 


5.2.4.1. The Pool of Ablution 


0 Newhart are etn Tee see 


This is the pool where all users enter the game. The pool has other 
Magic properties. When one stands on the short, white pier overlook- 
ing the pool, a vision wili be revealed in its reflection. The user 
wlll see a temporary view of the entire game. He will see the loca- 
tion of all other players in the game as little white dots on the map. 
The vision of the pool is not dynamic, the white dots won’t move. Tne 


user will see the vision for as Long as fe is standing on the pier. 


This 18 necessary for the new players so they can find out where the 
current players ali and go where the action is: without having to get 
lost or bared. 


S3.¢.42 Crystal Balis and Other Information Spelis 


There is an option in the inventory room legend for “rub”. Rubbing 
the white crystal bali will reveal a short vision of the entire game. 
The entire map af the game is displayed. White dots iaindicate where 
WSers are. Black dots indicate where rebels are. Red dots indicate 
where some monsters are. 


There is a red crystal ball that when rubbed will randomly show @ room 
where another user is. It will never show the same room twice in a 
T Oui. The vision is temporary. 


There is a yellow crystal ball that when rubbed will randomly shaw 


everything another user is carrying. The user must be in the same 
room with possessor of yellow erystal. Tt will not show the same user 
twice Lin & Toa. The vision is temporary. 


There are a number of sea shells that will allow anyone who possesses 
it €o hear what any other person is saying: as lang as they have the 


sane kind of article. This is something like @& walkie talkis. But 
the user doesn’t turn it on by rubbing it. It 15 always on, and can’t 
be turned of Ff. This can get quite irritable, especially when anything 


said ain the user’s room wiil appear in the communications window 
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twice. 
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22 4.3. Magic Carpet 


The magic carpet will move the user to a neighboring reom with ane 
command. The cursor position the user will land at will be as close 
as possibile to the cursor pesition he had in the last room. But mov- 
img one step ata time is not possibile until the user dismounts the 
carpet. 


jeri 


4.4 Ring of Invisibility 


ilk 


When the user rubs this ring, aniy he will see himself. He will 
appear as a black shadow to himself when he is invisible. The ring 
has one flaw. Every time the user steps, he takes a very slight 
chance of the spell wearing off. He will be seen after 16 steps for 
gure, but maybe sooner. No other magic device will wark for the user 
while he is in this state. if he rubs the ring again before he has 
become visible again, it will make him visible. 


Discarding the ring will shut if off. Note that the ring can be 
passed around to make a whole group invisible. Note also that if the 
wser does this, he might not get his ring back. 


2. &. 4. 3. Cave Finders 


There are little black jewels that aren’t worth much, but 1f you hold 
tham in your hand and step on a cave, they will shine white. 


S. a. 4. &. Jinnis 

Jinnis are associated with magic articies like rings and lamps. When 
thease articles are rubbed, the Jinni will appear in an adjoining cell. 
If there is no adjoining cell, then the Jinni will not appear. When 
the user invokes a Jinni,s it will autematically attack whomever last 
attacked the user. The record of who last attacked the user is erased 
avery time the user moves to & new room. Releasing a Jinni before 


being attacked can act as a threat, so the user will not be attacked. 
The dinni will remain free until the user rubs the article associated 
with if again. 


There are many different Jinnis. The color of the Jinni determines 
what Jinn if is from. The colors determine a hierarchy. The priority 
oa¢ the colors should be counter intuitive, to make it harder ta figure 


Packet Technologies inc. Proprietary Information 


oe 


(The Arabian Adventures: ~ Ge = 


Out. The colors available are blue, red, green. yellow, aqua, tur- 
qgugise, orange and purple. 


It is possibie that two Jinnis can be sent to attack each other. The 
Jinni of the fhigher order Jinn has a better chance of surviving. The 
greater the difference in priority: the greater the chance of success. 


Jinnis are not invincible. They can be killed. GDitferent color 
Jinnis are more effective against different things. Fach color of 
Jinni has a fatal weakness. The higher the priority of the Jinni, the 
more idiotic is the achilles heel. These weaknesses will not be pub- 
Licised at all. People will have to learn them by trial and error. 


For axample, the lowest levei of Jinni will not leave the room it was 
imvoked in. If that level of Jinni attacks, gust run out of the room. 
The highest levei of Jinni wili attack with whatever weapon its target 
is hoiding in its hand. [If that Jinni is attacking a user, just move 
your hand to an ampty cell in the inventory roam. Then the Jinni will 
oniy be able to push you. 


Jinnis can aslo be ridden. The level of hierarchy will datermine how 
many things the user can carry while riding the Jinnt. The lowest 
ievel Jinni can not carry a user if the user is carrying anything. 


a. 4. 7. Transformations 


There will be some articles that when rubbed, will turn the user tito 


that kind of entity. When a user is transformed into another shape, 
such as an eagle or lion, he is automatically forced out of his inven- 
tory room. The user will remain in that shape until he Looks into his 
inventory room, which ends the spell. The articles that cause this te 
happen will be statues of the animals that the user will be 
transformed into. Not all statues work, and some only work some- 
times. (So be careful what you buy. i 

3. 2. 4. @. Magic Doors 


There are some doors that operate like caves in that they do not open 


unless the user says & magic word. The magic word is fixed, and can 
not be changed. These doors may appear as average doors, or they may 
gust blend into the background perfectly. On all magic doors: 
whispering does not work. The user must "say" the word. 
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3. 2. 4. 9. Magic Locks 
Magic locks are like normal locks. In fact, you can’t tell them 
apart. But magic locks will open two different ways. You can open it 


with a key, or with the magic word. 


ame locks may be sticky, 


so the usar may have to say it a few times | 
get it to open. Shouting the word at the Lock will always work. 
The user must be standing on the lock to open it. 


Note that this can be used to leave hooks for future additions. 
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information Feature Set 


aelaeeiaehtdeinieniel 


The Arabian Night stories are filled with poetic verse that the char- 
acters in the stories quote when they frequentiy reflect on their 
fate. This mechanism can be copied into the game in the form of hints 
that help the user play the game more expertly. it can also set the 
mood of the adventure, by using imagery and emotion in verse. 


Mot ali information sources are alike. Some give more helpful infor- 
mation than others. Every dynaic information outlet will octasionaliy 
refer to an outlet that will give better information, to intrigue the 
user and send him of Ff to find it. 


> er ee ee Scrolis and Writings 


Users may come upon scrolls and etched messages on walls that will 
help them play the game. Scrolls can be picked up and carried, but 
they can not be read in the inventory room. To read a scroll or 3 
writing, place the user icon over the obyect and type "?F" followed by 
ENTER. The screen will temporarily show the text of the message, long 
enough for even the slowest reader to read it. Obyects may also have 
ingseriptions, like "Slave of the Lamp“, “Rub me“ or “Made in Cairo”. 


There should be the facility to allow users to write on scrolls also. 
Blank scrolls can be purchased at the bazaar, or perhaps found on the 
ground. .A specific command like "w" could mean write. The text #fol- 
iowing the “w" command would be inserted onto the scroll. The same 
restrictions apply as when talking, only 40 characters maximum. For 
ease of implementation, the scroll can only hold ene line of text. 
User scrolls will have to be dynamic Like caves. After 7 days, a 
scroll not in a cave should dissolve and go away. 


3.2. oe. Taverns and Bazaars 

Taverns are good places to Llsarn things. Users wili go there ta 
teleconference. A user might over hear things that interest him. Not 
all the patrons in the tavern are real users. There will always be a 
Few druken patrons who will teil things they probably shouldnt. But 
fights also occur, and it’s every man for himself. (Remember the bar 
scene from Star Wars !! } 

tach palace has a bazaar that is always open for business. At the 
bazaar, the user can go to established shops and barter. Established 
shops are run by the computer in reality, and they actually fabricate 
things to trade. Users can trade between each other, also. 
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Jewels are scattered all over the world, but particularly ain =the 
desert. All trade is done by bartering. But the jewles do have a 
hierarchy of worth. Jewels appear as diamond shaped obyects. There 
are three sizes. They also come in three colors: purple, red, and 
yeliow. Purple jewels are worth more than red or yellow. Red 16 
worth mora than yelloas. Sometimes smaller jewels are embedded inside 
bigger ones, which makes them worth even more. The most costly jewel 
is a big purple jewel that has a red medium size and a small yellow 
center. 


The bazaar traders will fluctuate the price of items from time to 


time. Each purchasable item will be lined up at the top row of the 
shop. Underneath it will be a jewel that represents the asking price. 
(Note that it is possible to rob the shop keeper’ I? the shop 15 


robbed, it is closed for the rest of the night.) I# the robber is a 
user, his picture is posted in the Hall of Affairs in the palace. 


If no gewel is present, it means that he wants the user to guess. 
‘Bon’t offend the shop keeper by offering too low of a price. He may 
throw you out ''}) Underneath the jewel is a bowl that acts as a scale. 
This is where the user puts his money down. If they have a lot of a 
cartain item, it will ba at a low price. (In reality, it means that 
the game has percieved that there is a shortage of those items, and so 
it is making it easy to get one. If there is an overabundance oF a 


4 


cartain article, it will not be offered for sale at all. :; 


A user can dicker with the merchant. This is done by repeatedly 
offering a lower price for an object. This is done by repeatedly 
picking up a jewel and dropping it on a scale. The lower the price: 
the Lower the odds it will be accepted. Too get a good deal. the user 
may have to do this a lot. If the jewel disappears, then the desired 
absect will appear in the user's inventory room. 


Many patrons of the bazaar bustie through the streets all the time. 
They are not all real users, but they will get in the way when & user 
tries to make a straight course accross the street. Most of these 
actors are beggars. The inner palace is a matrix of OxS rooms. The 
outer perimeter of these rooms are all bazaars. The game controlled 
actors in these bazaars seem to meander across the room from room edge 
to room edge. delineating a thouroughfare of traffic. They are like 
exiras in €@& movie. The energy with which these actors move is deter- 
mined by the time of day. They are most active between 7:00pm to 
1G: GOpm. 


Beggars are dressed in grey. They are scattered all over the palace, 
but are the most densa at the bazaar and tavern. The user will occa~ 
sionally hear their cries of “Alms for the poor". To give a beggar an 
alm, gust drop it on the floor. He will scramble to pick it up; once 
the user steps back from it. If a user gives the beggar something, he 
Met learn a rumor or tuo disguised in a blessing the beggar leaves on 
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the user’s head. The more the user gives: the higher the probability 
that it will be good information. The more he gives, the higher the 
probablility that more beggars will flock around him. Their yelling 


for more money drowns out any possible communication. 


Beggars are attracted to users depending on their "comfort" index. 
Beggars normally stick to the corners of the room they are in and are 
attracted touwrds the center of the room 1f real users enter. The com- 
fort index is a count of how many steps away from the user they would 
like to be. if the user is holding a weapon, the comfort index is 
higher. 


Beggars which are seated are story tellers. They will have a collec- 
fion bowl in front of them. They have one essential difference from 
ali the other beggars. They tell half of a story in advance for free, 
but pause just before the punch line and wait for someone to pay them 
to finish. Their information is always good. The user must step on 
their bowl to get them toa start a story. Only the user who is stand- 
ing on the bowl can hear the story. To pay them, jgust drop a jewel. 
It will disappear when it kits the bowl. [f it is not enough, the 
gtary teller will gust say “not enough” with humble eyes turned earth- 
ward. 


Don’t hit beggars It will start a riot, and the user might lose 
everything he possesses. 


Some beggars are thieves, so be careful. If a€& beggar stands too 
close. he may have taken one of your possesions. But he will not take 
the possesion your hand i5 on. The user is not warned that it has 


Negpened, so be auare. 


ba ae F The Magic Wail 
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in one special room is a wall that has etched lettering on it. But 
the message changes magically: ence a day, sametime during the prime 
time hours. The message will give clues on how te play the game. 


3. 2. 5S. 4. The Magic Voice 


im yet another room, there is a mystic voice that speaks once a day, 
but always at the exact same time of day. Since this message is very 
Femporary:, very special clues are revealed this way. 
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dees he aos The Magic Scroll(s} 


There is a magic scroll which changes it’s message from time to time, 
on the average once a day, but occasionally multiple times in one day. 
Thase also tell information about the game, but it is not as helpful 


as the wall or voice. (The filter for the scroll is not as strict as 
the wall or the Voice}. All magic scrolis display the same message. 
3.2.3.6 The Guru 


High in the mountains, behind the rebel lines, there is a Wiseman in a 
dark cave. It is difficult to find, and there are many perils along 
the way. Once the user finds the cave, he can not enter if he is car- 
rying anything. 


‘ 


Gurg never moves: and has no objects in the cave but a red pillow 
placed before him. As the user enters the room. the guru will invite 
the user to sit and learn wisdom. Then he will be silent until the 
user moves his icon over the pillow. If the user speaks, he will be 
invited to sit down, in a friendly but more stern way. If the user 
waits too long to sit and causes too much disturbance, the guru will 
not speak again unless you exit and re-enter the cave. Touching the 
guru will invoke a curse upon you. 


nce the user is seated at the pillow and is silent, the guru will 
begin to reveal the secrets of the game. He will randomly pull out 
information in poetic verse. There will be a respectful pause between 
a@ach couplet thus delivered. Each couplet will have a 3 second pause. 
The information delivered wiil range from deeply revealing tea 
irrelevant. l@ the user speaks or does anything, he will be chastised 
to keep silent. Everytime this happens, the Guru will wait 10 seconds 
before he will speak again. 


The very first thing the guru will tell the user is how to avoid the 
pitfalls the plauged him on the way to the cave. This will be kind of 


an intiation in an attempt to make the user fael humble: because the 
solutions to the perils will be logical and spiritual in nature. The 
perils should be designed so that they will trap almost everyone and 
yet when the user hears how to avoid them, he will say: “How could IL 


“— tf 


have been so dumb 


For example, on the way to the Guru’s cave, ths user encounters a room 
with tuo paths accross it. One path is straight, the other is crooked 
and tedious to manuvever. Both paths start and end at the same place 
on the top and bottom of the screen. But to the right of the straight 
path is an eagle’s nest, which will ferce the user to walk right 
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passed if. lf the user takes this path, the eagle will attack him, 
and it will probably take him longer to take the straight path. But 
of course, most people will probably chance it because the eagle wont 
appear on screen until the user is close to the nest. 


eles ae os jown Crier 

The Town Crier walks around the Palaces and shouts announcements. He 
doesn’t shout too often, s0 that he dosn’t get in the way of normal 
game play. He is supplied mostly for dramatical affect, and to ensure 


that inexperienced players learn what they need to learn. 


Striking the Town Crier is worthy of death. It 15 considered as if ha 
was the Caliph: since he represents the Caliph. 


5. 2. 3. &. Hall of Announcements 


Inside each palace, there should be a room calied the Hall of 
Announcements where users cam leave scrolls meant for everybody ta 
read. The game could provide messages also about the current state of 
the game or coming aftractions. The top row of scrolls, with blue 
pegs, are official announcements posted by the Caliph. The text of 
these messages are what the Town Crier talks about. Users can also 
oost notices in this room. 


When a scroll is dropped in this room it can no longer be picked up 
or written over. Tt will remain for one day only, uniess the user 
draps @ ygewel on if. The jewel disappears, but it wili increment the 
lifetime counter for the scroll, $0 that the message will remain 
posted Longer before it is recycled. 
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2.2.6 Background Feature Set 


The twa palaces and the rebels set the stage for a global dramatical 
theme. The Caliphs of the two palaces occasionally make policy 
announcements. These announcements may be reactions to happenings in 
the game, or they could just happen by themselves. -The announcements 
are about how they feel about the other two realms. There are four 
Eyoes of announcements that the first Caliph could make: 


op ce ae ee ae oe np nee ee ee me ee “re 
i CALIPH 2 !| REBELS |! 
wee en ee pe ee “~* 
i friend | friend i 
pe me ne a me ce ne cf ee ne ee ee “ 
i enemy : friend | 
te ee ee ee oe nf me ee mee ee ee net oe + 
i fiend ¢ enemy 
wee ee ee te ae me ee pe a ct ta ee ee “ie 
i enemy i enemy ; 
we ee te fe tee te ee oe ~ 


When one group makes an announcement, the other two groups will do so 
shortiy thereafter to avoid idiasyncracies. (So that if Caliph i 
declares Caliph 2 an enemy, Caliph @ will not still think Caliph i ig 


& friend}. It will always end up that two are against one, all three 
are friends or all three are enemies. The announcemants are made by 


toaum criers that walk through the palace yelling the announcement. 
(Be sure to look for imposters !''} If the user is in the deasert, he 
may not near of the recent change in political environment. 


Fach user will carry with him a2 status bit that will declare his 


status with respect to each of the three groups. The user has no way 
of setting those bits directly. They are set by doing transactions 
with each group. One can not be nuetral to a group. He i165 either 
friendly, or unfriendly to @& group. (Binary 16 so convenient! 3. 


These bits will cause patrois to pass by a user or be attracted to 


him. If a user is picked up, he may have to give a gift to the Caliph 
in order to get his bits proper. Some articies might be indications 
of alliance with these groups, For which a user might be jailed. 


Users may have to buy the right to pass through a realms ferritory 
unhassled by the police. 


5 


fo accentuate the difference, horses are predominant in the northern 
kingdom, and camels are the main form of Locomotion in the south. 
ropefuliy, this will cause users to make rude accusations about camel 
jeckeys and toad applies. 
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a. #. Drama Feature Set 


The game will provide scenarios that will give the user something toa 


do other than just wander around the rooms and find treasures. The 
goal af the game can not be character improvement, because only a lim- 
ited number of users will be given privileges of disk storage. Our 
System has the potential for 1000's of game players. The game has toa 


be designed so that the majority of those users utilize littie or no 
disk storage. 


The game must support an audience which tan come and go as they 
please. Tt shouldn’t provide a small set of canned experiences that 
the user passes through. The game should not resemble a puzzle. Lt 
should be more like a TV serial: where the Background is always the 
game but there is a different but simple plot every night. As the 
name implies, it should seem to have a thousand adventures all rolled 
into one game. Clearly, these can not be canned. There has to be 
dramatic pieces which can be placed togehter in combinations, multi- 
Hlexing the possibilities. 


Thes@ pieces can be timed stamped when used, so that when a new plot 


is needed, the oldest used pilot is recycled. An antry is made in the 
audit file when a new plot is initiated. This will allow designers to 
figure out which plots casues more users to want to play. A plat 


scenario may take a Few days to be resolved. 


Fach scenario can take on ane of two flavors: it can be generally 
addressed, or specifically targeted for a particular individual. For 
example, suppose a Caliph’s child was kidnapped. He could send the 


town crier to announce who took her and how much raward is offered. 
Qr he could summon a specific player to have an audience with him by 
way OF a messenger, and then ask a specific player to go get her for a 
promised award. The latter case could be made believable by having 
the Caliph explain that if it were general knowledge that she was 
gone, something serious would happen. so he was trying to be discreet. 


in reality, there could be many messengers all doing the same thing to 
& Lot of players. The user could ignore the request of the messenger. 
But everyone who swallowed the ploy would be told the same story, 
axcept that each one would be told that the child was in a different 


place. [Tt wouldn’t matter to the game. The game would just place a 
child somewhere ain the boonies while the interview was taking place. 
Th wouldn’t even matter if a user brought back the wrong one. The 


Caliph will exchange one child for one prize. 


The successful completion of a mission could win a title. A herg 
would be given a name like Kamar al Kazan. (See Appendix B) The users 
will probably make up their own names, but this name will be 
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different. When the user desires to leave the game, he presents him- 
self to the Caliph and request to leave by invoking his “hero” name. 
The Caliph will then store his belongings on disk as well as his state 
Yariables. When the user returns to the game, he goes back to the 
Caliph and states who he is. The Caliph then gives him his belongings 
back and “re-instates" him. The ainterview with the Caliph is abso- 
Lutely private, s0 no one can ever learn the user‘’s "Hero”™ name. (50 
den’t go blabbing it all over}. It 15 €@& more gecure form of storage 
than the caves. The Caliph will not tolerate imposters. (Don’t spell 
Your Name wrong, or you are dead meat}. 


When @ hero title is bestowed, he is given a time stamp. Then, if a 
hero does another good deed worthy of a title, his name is not 
changed, but his time stamp is updated. A Caliph can only have a fin- 
1te number of heroes. Tf all the Caliph’s hero slots have been 


assigned, then any new heroes will oust the oldest hero on the list. 
This will require heroes to frequently do good deeds, and pits them 
against one another for favors from the Caliph. This was designed tao 
revard the frequent player of the game who plays every night. 


lf a hero has been ousted by 8 newiy bestowed hera, he will be 
Surprised next time he goes fo the Caliph for his belongings. When 
the retired hero states his name, the Caliph will say "Who?" and then 
waik out of the room. From then on, if the user tries that name 


again, he will be killed as an imposter. 


Heroes can only save their state if they checkin to the Caliph just 
before they exit the game. Ef they die during aA game session, it is 
good bye hero status. They have to earn if again. 


Same users might get the idea that if they scramble up a few First and 
Last names, they might stumble onto a heroes fortune at the expense of 
&@ stupid Caliph. Therefore, A Caliph will only grant a finite number 
af hero interviews a day. The number will be differant each day, and 
Wlll range between © and #0, depending on the Caliph’s mood. 


The Caliph has an Hall of interviews that only one user can enter at a 
time. (In reality, there could be many users in this room but they 
each have a separate instance of the room with their own private 
Caliph, 60 if looks like they are alone with the Caliph. } When a user 
first enters the room the Caliph will declare a greeting. The user 
should not speak first. That is distrepectful, and the Caliph will 
call the guards to throw the user out. The user will not be able toa 
get in to see the Caliph again that night. There will be a Lobby with 
&@ line waiting to see the Caliph. A servant will come in frequently 
and Teiterate things you need to do to please the Caliph and clues 
a@bout the Caliphs mood. The people in line will be computer con- 
trolled actors. 
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Upon entering the Hall of Audiences, the user finds himself in a very 
ornate room in the center of the left hand edge. The Caliph stands at 
the center of the right hand edge. A Rug marks the path between the 
user and the Caliph. Don’t walk on the floor, you’ll get in trouble. 
Two thirds of the way to the Caliph is a booth that the user must step 
in to. Then the Caliph will tssue the user a greeting. The content 
af the greeting will announce the Caliph’s mood. 


if the user is a hero, and states his hero name, the Caliph will leave 
the room for a second and allow the user to say His “passuord™ in 
private. Gefore leaving, the Caliph says: "You may cover thy naked- 
ness“ which is the equivalent to the “password: “" promot in Unix. The 
Hero is then reinstated and the Caliph reaturns. The interview begins 
again, except that a Caliph is always a littie more cheerful for 
Haroes, and will attach 3 personal phrase to the end of the greeting 
like “my ffiend", etc. 


There is the possibility of creating impossible scenarios. Someone 
will eventually succeed at any scenaria, no matter how difficult it 
WAS made. To reward these brave soles. they could be given a hero 


time stamp that is sometime in the future, guarantesing that they will 
remain on the hero list without having to do gond deeds for aitlaeng 
time. 


Heroes are inseverably connected with the Caliph that bestowed the 
name. [ff the neighboring Caliph is not friendiu with the hero’s 
Caliph, the hero better stay out of that neighbor’s reain. Hopefully, 
this set up will create two opposing teams that are real jfealous of 
each other. 


lf the user becomes a member of the rebels of the desert (The Simsim?. 
He will recieve assignments from the rebel leader which will send him 
te cause trouble for the other Caliphs. (Things like raiding safaris, 
Stealing the Tease Camel, etc.) These dramatic opportunities will 
cause the Caliphs to send real users after the real rebels. 


Examples of dramatical pieces: 


Rescuing a kidnapped child 
Retrieving stolen property 
Ailling a villain or nemesis 
Delivering goods or people to destinations 
Wars 

Geing declared a criminal 
Investigation of a mystery 

Being challenged to do something 
Being Accused of something 

being caught up in a pinot 
Assassination attempts 
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eee nk Rescuing @ kidnapped child 


Children can be kidnapped by other realms: or by special arch viili- 


ans. Not only can Caliphs have their daughters abducted, but mar- 
chants and paupers in the bazaar can also fall prey to this dastardly 
dead. Tf the user is a hero, or has a iot of wealth or weaponry: they 


May approach him with their plea. 


Ps en ih ee Delivering goods or people to destinations 


This is simply the opposite of rescuing a duaghter., except that the 
game will make sure that some rebels or villians will get in the 
user’s way. They may even succeed in taking her from him. if the 


user gives up and walks away from the situation, he will be declared 
an enemy of the kingdom and a price will be put on his head (See being 
declared a criminal:;. In addition, the plot will transform into a 
rescue plot. 


Note that real users may even take her from the first escort, so they 
can turn around and deliver her back to the Caliph for the reward of 
rescueing her. The Caiiph will assume she was kidnapped if she 
doesn’t arrive at the delivery point within a pre-declared time 
period. The scallowags should wait for the time period to end, 
because aif they try to cash her in too eariy, they may Lose their 
heads. The time period may not be absolutely fixed, there could be a 
grey zone in the which the Caliph may be less and less suspicious as 
time goes by. 


> ee ae eee Retrieving stolen property 


TRLS 218 identical to rescuing a daughter, except that treasure can be 
cashed at bazaars or sold to rebels, so their is more motivation for 
real users to stop the carrier. This kind of ainformation is leaked 
gut in the taverns. 


ji 


2. 7. 4. Killing a villain or nemesis 


The king could randomly offer a price for an artificial characters 


daath. The user may have to carry the dead body to the Caliph as 
proof. This can also be used as motivation to get users to go get 
monsters. If a user goes and gets a monster unsolicited, he will 


recieve much more than if he was asked to do it. 
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= SOs eee Being declared a criminal 
Some users may be daclared criminals by certain realms. in that case, 


the user may be pointed out to the real users if he is sneaking around 
the palace. (Look! Theres Mack the Anife, get him'} By the way. some- 
times those accusations are false. Real users can also intiate false 
Accusations, so Beware! 


The game could also set €a@ user up to be framed. Suppose 4a user found 
an article lying on the ground. He would probably pick it up. And 
then a patrol comes by and catches the user, and claims he ‘stole the 
Caliph‘’s Hookah. It’s into the slammer for him. Maybe the Caliph 
will show mercy if you showed no resistance to arrest. 


=. 7. &. Wars 


psi 
fii 


Caliph’s could declare war upon each other or upon the rebels. This 
should happen infrequently, about once every two to four weeks. It 
wili involve a lot of patrols from both sides to gather together in 
the game room somewhere in the desert. The patrols will have some 
self protection built into their intelligence, but there will be some 
clashes. It will be announced by town criers where it will take place 
avery half hour for the 48 hours preceeding the war. Meither reaim 


ever loses. 


The userg can get involved. Some users might just go in on their own 
for a free for ali. Gut the Caliph’s could enlist users to help. 
Users could be called in for interviews and made captains. They will 
not be able to turn down the position. When a user is made a captain, 
he will have 3 or 4 guards taggin along with him where ever he goes. 


When the battle field is reached, the men assigned to the user will 


follow his lead. If the user is 2 steps to the enemy: each member in 
hig patrol will try to match that. but will also try to stay close to 
his captain. So if the user runs, they will run, too. The algorithm 
will have some lag time in it. so the user will have to gen first, 
after which the oathers will copy him. Each man in his patrol will 


have different amount of lag, so it won’t look like they are shadows 
of the user. 


The battle will oniy last at most one half hour. It will be recorded 
if any user was on the battle field at this time. If he hit any man 
on either Caliph’s army, he will be deciared an enemy. [FF he was made 
& captain, and hit one of his side, he will be sought out and killed 
a3 a traitor. If he never set foot on the battle field and he is a 
hero, he will be stripped of his title. 
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a iar i investigation of a mystery 


& scroll is found that tells of a mystery that sounds intriguing and 
nas the promise of great weaith. 


The Caliph calls a user te an interview and explains tow all his 
safaris into the valley of mimrod never return. He asks the user ta 
investigate, and offers him 

& user overhears two drunkards in a tavern: 


Wherebe the camels eye aburied, 
upon the crescent dune. . 


A treasure far more than this palace, 
guarded by the Lions of the moon 


Shhhi The walis have ears... 


, 


. B. Being caught yup in a piot 


jit 
i 
im 


The user is stroiling down a palace street when suddenly a beautiful 
OTincess comes running by with three slaves chasing her. She comes to 
the user and pleads: “save me from them." If the user ignores her 
plea, she runs off to find another guinea pig. if the user fights 
tham off, he will then learn that she is the Caliph‘’s daughter and is 
running away because he has promised her to an old creep. She begs 
fargiveness because soon the Caliph’s patrols will come and kill him. 
(Better head for the hills, Brother! } She pleads for the user to take 
her with him. (Actually, she’ll stick to him like glue. He won’t be 
able to get rid of her. But he better not harm her, or his fate will 
de worse} 


Note that the Caliph could actually send another real user after the 
first player. claiming that she had been kidnapped. Tt 158 possible 
for this one to end with a happy ending with no one getting hurt, but 
it will take a lot of fast talking. The Caliph is programmed to for- 
give his daughter when she is returned. If she returns unharmed, 
motnAing will happen fo the user who first helped her. 


ther possible instant piots are: 
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Stopping a fight where one person is obviousiy the bully 
An onlooker pleads with you to stop them 


Who ever you bat on loses, and the Losses are high... 
merchant yells “Stop Thief" and starts to chase an actor. 
merchant yelis “Stop Theif" and starts to chase a user i! 
Wazir claims to be your long. lost uncle and offers to help 
woman points at a user and shouts "“That‘’s the man! * 
drunkard in a tavern challenges a user to 


rPPrDPr > 


nS Ny a ie de Assasination Attempts 


&bout twice a month, the Simsim will attempt to assasinate an 
unfriendly Caliph. The parameters that determine if an attempt will 
be made are: The number of peopie that are currentiy playing, how Long 
aga from the last successful attempt, and how many current players are 


members of the Simsim. [if the orchestrator of the game decides that 
an attempt is going to be made, it will assign a reali user, who is a 
member of the Simsim, to do if. I? there are no members of the Sim- 


sim, it will be done by a&A game agent. 


If sucessful, the death of the Caliph will cause him to become a white 
jewel, that symbolizes the jewel in his turban. Returning this jewel 
to the Leader of the rebels will gain a handsome prize. 


The death of a Caliph will cause a new Caliph to be chosen. This 
Caliph will be exactly like the ald one, except that he will have a 
new Name. There will be a list of Caliph names that the Caliphs will 
eycle through. A coronation will take place within an hour after the 
assassination. The first act of the new Caliph will be to go to wear, 
either against the Simsim or the other Caliph. 


The hero list may be adjusted also. Heroes had better give a gift to 
the new Caliph to ansure their place in the hierarchy. Heroes who 
attend the coronation will be at the top of the list. (Their times- 


tamps will be reset to the time of the coronation. } Heroes who attend 
the coronation will also be expected to be on the battle field that 
might. > The location and time of the battle will be announced at the 
zoronation. 
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a. &. Roles Playing Feature Sat 


Even though there is not disk storage allotted for every player that 
has ever played the game. there is still the possibilty of Role Play- 
Lng. For example, suppose the commen role is a thie?. Every person, 
when they log into the game, will start as a thief. i*f they desire to 
become a merchant, they have to buy a Lliscense from the Caliph. Thus, 
they are transtormad into a merchant looking like character while they 
possess the permit. When they Leave the game, they hide their permit 
Ln a cave. When they return to the game later, they start as a thief, 
but quickly go to their cave to fetch their belongings. Upon picking 
up their liscense, they are transformed into a merchant. 


Ris scenario can also hold true for soldiers in the Caliph’s army, 
Kind of like the National guard. You can apply for deg tags, but 
would have to pass a test to get them. 


Other roles that fit the fantasy are Prince, Emir; Wazir and Caliph. 
& Emir is a wise man, and can influence the Caliph as well as command 
palace guards. Perhaps @ player needs to demonstrate great learning 
to attain a diploma, like solving a mystery, etc. A&A Wazir is a magi- 
cian. Thieves can become a Guard or a Merchant. Merchants can 
advance to a Emir. A Guard can advance to a Prince. A Prince can 
advance to a Caliph. & Emir can advance to a Caliph or a Wazir. 


The dual ladders for roles was created to let women enjoy the Fantasy 
even though they don’t care for the fantasy of fighting that much. 


“— 


rhey can become adapt at trickery and magic. 


The physical differences bewtween roles would be more than just di#f- 
ferant icons and the ability to attack different kinds of monsters. 


Thieves would appear as short fat figures. They would be considered 
unclean. They could be smelled by lions and monsters more easily, and 
ave always eaten first. There are some places that only they can fit 
through. They have a much Larger inventory room than other roles. 
They stumble onto riches much more easily. They are not too strong. 
They are pretty good locksmiths, tao. There are special taverns where 
only thieves can ga, and special rumors are oanly leaked there. 
Thieves can only trade their goods with user merchants and a few 
automated merchants on the bad side of the palace. Thieves are very 
good at hiding and Looking. Beggars do not even waste their time ask- 
ing for alms from thieves. 


Thieves can pick pockets by pushing a user. This will cause a random 
selection of one of the user’s objects to be transfered to the thie?. 
If a user has his “hand” on the obyject.s it can not be taken. There is 
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& random chance that the user will be told in @ text message that if 
has taken place. The role of the player will affect the probability 


of being snitched on. Warriors are pretty easy to steal from. The 
osrobability that a merchant will be notified is determined by how much 
he is carrying. (The more the merchant is carrying, the less chance 


of getting caught}. 


Merchants are only one step better than thieves. They too can carry 
alot. But they do not attract monsters Like thieves do. They can 
carry more than other roles. but thieves can carry the most. Mer 
chants can travel and mot get tired, walking does not weaken them. 
They are a little stronger than thieves. They can find riches easily 
toa: but mot as easily as thieves. Merchants always get the best 
price at the bazaars when they excahnge goods. Merchants are alse 
great locksmiths, better than thieves. Merchants and Emirs can teil 
how deteriorated an object has become. Merchants are not very good at 
hiding or looking. Beggars like merchants, and will plague them 


relentlassly. 


Warriors are very strong. They can’t hide at all, and they don‘t 
“Look vary intently. Warriors regain their strength very quickly. 
Warriors dan’t get tired when they travel. They can carry an average 
number of articlas. They stare away weak creatures like apes or bats. 


Beggars are somewhat wary of warriors. 


& Emir can become adept at the phusicali science of the game, but not 
Quite magic. Emirs and Wazirs can heal people by pushing them. Ar 
EMELT may have to “try” many times to restore a person to full health. 
& Wazir can restore full health with a single touch of his hand. 
(Note that a user can not push himself. so an Emir can not heal him- 


seit. This wili cause kind af a brotherhood between them because they 
will need to travel in pairs.) They can more easily get rights from 
Galiphs to cross their Land, negotiate deais, ete. Beggars are 


respectful of Emirs, but draw closer to them than they do to warriors. 


Beggars are scared to death of Wazirs, and want to get as far away as 
possible from them. When a Wazir enters a bazaar or tavern, ali the 
Game actors scatter. A Wazir can overhear all whispers, and it 1s 
impossible to hide from the glance of his all seeing eye. To become a 
WaziT, you must be an Emir and pass a serious test. The test is to be 
found in the shifting sands. if succesful. you will recieve a wazir’s 
haf. Rubbing the hat will turn you into a Wazir if you are an Emir. 
There are only a finite number of hats, so that wazir’s are indicated 
by one color of clothing only. 


If there is enough time, 1f is possible to allow users to become 
Caliphe. If Heroes attend coronations, there is a slight possibility 
that one of them will be chosen as Caliph. A&A user Caliph is 
represented by the town crier when he isn’t in the Hall of Audiences. 
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The user Caliph has limited powers. 


When normal Caliphs make dasicions, they always leave the room for 
auhile, and then return with their verdict. They enter what is called 
the Chambers of Judgement. User Caliphs wili do the same thing. in 
the case of a user Caliph. the chambers of judgement are a menu of 
choices that the user can choose between. 


For example, If a new user has earned the right of being a hera, and 
the hero List is full he must delete the oldest hero out of the List. 
The user Caliph will be presented with the two oldest names ain the 
list. and he can choose which one to delete. 


Allowing the possibility for a user Caliph adds intrigue because iif 
may cause factions amoung the heroes. assasinating each other to take 
@ chance on being selected as the new Caliph. 


y=, 
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bs ee Structure 
oe Pe | architecture 


The proyect will be based on TPC and wiil communicate to the user 
anfirely through NAPLPS frames. 


There will be a variety of compiie time directives that wiil be 
defined in the desin document. These directives will control the 
creation of different versions of the game for the different stages of 
developement and for testing. 


ean Sa Testing 


In order to test the game process, there will need to be terminal 
drivers for the SGeeptre Terminals and the Microtel Terminal. These 
drivers will pass information between the NAPLPS terminals and the 
HeadEnd Game Process. These drivers will use putchar statements to 
send NAPLPS frames to the terminal, after stripping off the IPC 
header. They will catch input from the terminal with getchar, place 
an IPC header on the input, and send it to the game process. 


The drivers will recognize a special key sequence (*< ENTERS? that will 
mean disconnect from the NAPLPS processing. This will cause the 
driver to send a request to exit to the HE game process and restore 
the NAPLPS terminal to dumb terminal status. 


Five queues will be needed for the testing, one for each of the three 
terminal drivers and one for each of the three HE processes. The 
queue numbers have already been assigned as 21 through 25. 


The testing will be in multiple stages. The cading for alli stages 
wili be completely designed before any source code is generated for 
any stage. Changes in the design that are required dus to the learn- 


img gained in each stage will be reflected in the documentation and 
design before the next stage is entered. 
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by. Design Tradeoffs 


Many of the functions to ba created for this game will exhibit a sim- 


ple level of artificial inteiligence. In the interest of time, the 
simplest workable solution will always be designed in each case. Once 
all the pieces are together, a fine tuning period should ensue before 
uniG test in which the intelligence routines are beefed up. This pol- 


ishing phase 1s common to game developement and is not found in any 
other software project evolution. 


Some intelligence routines may be thrown out all togehter and replaced 

with new versions. What 15 to be created 18s a body which reacts to a 

pre defined interface stimulus. Then the brain is built last, like 
Frankenstein. Not much time should be spent in trying to build the 
Ultimate intelligence routine because if is frequentiy found that sim- 

ple ones usually ara sufficient. 

| 
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ft is hoped to achieve a moderate pace where a user can type in a four 
character command sequence, observe the sereen, and enter another four 
character sequence gust as the commands are finished being imple- 
mented. | 


ft is hoped that this pace can te maintained even if twenty six users 
re simultaneously playing. 


thi 


A predetermined amount of disk space will be used, except in the case 
of an audit trail which can grow arbitrairily large. The audit will 
show when players enter the game and exit the game. The audit trail 
Fiie will be viewable in an editor. Game rooms will reside on disk 
when no one 16s in them. Each room will use approximately 1K of disk 
storage. 


G. Reliability 


The standard mode of developement at Packet Technologies will be used 
FO ensure program correctness. 


q. Maintainability 


The code will be written using the Plum Hall Standards with the Pack- 
etCable addendum. 


Packet Technologies inc. Proprietary Information 


owe 


Arabian 


Appendix 


tapes 
, iy oy 
© oe 
* 
gE 3 
ae "Le 
mrraerngre 
mo + 
mM esr; 
t ee Sno 
} ’ 3 
ary . a 
a 43 ) > 
> i353 Y TY? 
; ‘s 
nad BLS te te aE 
* 7 we WF en  o0dc es 
1 Eh § hes 
food’ St Sel Aemed 2 
— ; 
at ge 
4 Ke EF 
% > eo — sz 


mm : 
a) 


€ 


ONO oh Ge 


: 
* 


: 
war 


pot fet fet, feo pet dnt. 
2) fg im i 


Os & ou bt 


ee ee 


Pf fu fl 


ans RQ Cs 


if fa fh 


a 


. 
be 

ty 

iv 


PAR 
ue 


fy 


Advent 


a 


@ underlyin 
a character 
s of BRCS c 


WAZIR 
WAZROBE 
MERCHANT 
MERROBE 
MERSASH 
UNL CI 
TREE TRUNK 
TREE TOP 
THIEF 


patos 


anew 


THIROBE 
THISASH 
TENT 
TENTEDGE 
STONE 
SNAKE 
SHIP 
RESERVE 


~ 


yen ry, 


soe: ME me | 
swange 
lines 


‘S 
RIDER 
RIDROSE 
RiDSASH 
FHINGCESS 
CESSROBE 


PRINCE 
PRIROBE 
PRISASH 


HH 


oer 


og 


re 


eeeety 


oeney 


is 


i i 


ct fh 
a ied 


lJ cd 


Gjicd Z 
i & 7 
Me} 
mere 
loc 


ons 

{.* 2 

fy oe 

tend fe 

° ae taeda hie 
‘ea faq i. “e 
Cth og 

He me yee fy 

ft bw. 4 

pen wary — 

ea SS 

io i 4% Wo 

& &@ i sos 
2, 7S _ 

mS dt o% 


7% 


Food 


™ 7 
“nee 


m 


cr m 


~~] 


“+; 
~. 
iy 


“Ts 


it 
ont 


it 


oe 
kee d. 428 
> Fb 

" ; 


& 
le 
be 
rx) cf 
ce 
Os ba 


a 


cere pare 
deny ad of 
het “haem 
oe ys 
hen 


robe 
bady 
robe 


ee 


at 


eo 


as 


oe 


F ow 


oy 


Ed 


Live 


ring 


x 
; 
i? 4. 


"sy 


Lit’ & 


th 


ee 


h 


unlocked 


ridi 


Tr 


" 
% 


ng 
ider 
lider 


04 


gy 


py 
eo S 
Pa’ “ 
Yea @ 
. 
& & Le 


ft 
bad 
3 


to avo 


% a 
A 
be 


"4 
, 


his 
ey ae 
th ey 


” 


Syst 


@ iT} 


ae "EUS, gr 
LOnrziic 


a on 


os 


(The Arabian Adventures) 


LION 
RESERVED 
LAMP 

KEY 
JINNI 
JINROSE 
JEWEL 1 
JEWEL 2 
JEWELS 
RESERVED 


HORSE 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 
RESERVED 
GURU 
GURROBE 
WARRIOR 
WARROBE 
WARSASH 
GIANTTOP 


GIANTBOT 
GIANTROBE 
GHOUL 
EMIR 
EMIROBE 
EMI SASH 
EAGLE 
BEAK 
DRAGTOP 
DRAGBOT 


DOR 
CRYSTAL 
CRYSTAND 
CRIER 
CRIROBE 
CIMITAR 
DAGGER 
CARPET 
CARPEDGE 
CALIPH 


HRHERAHARARPHRRAHHRRHRRHHRHHRHKREHHHRARHHHHE 


ore 
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Seal 


a Jinni’s body 

the Jinni’s clothes 
the smallest jewel 
the middie jewel 
the largest jewel 


RHEHAEHRAKHRHAARHRAHHRRHARRRARAHHHHHAHHHRHEA 


HHEAAARRAHARHRHARRARHRRPHRHRHRHHKHHHRHHRHHRHHHHE 
HHAEHEPHHHHRHPRHRRAHRHHARRAHHHKERHRRHRHEHHHHHEESH 
HAEHRRRRARHARREHARHHHRAHKHHHHHHHRHHHRHRHSEH 
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guru’s body 
guru‘’s clothes 
warriar body 
warrior’s clothes 
warrioar‘’s sash 
haif of the giant 


bottom half of the giant 
giant‘’s clothes 


an emir '’s 
an Emir ’s 
an Emir‘’s 


body 
clothes 
sash 


the @agie’s beak and claus 
top half of the dragon 
bottom half of the dragon 


door: NOT BOOR to avoid symbol 
the crystal ball 

the base of the crystal ball 
the town crier‘’s body 

the town crier’s clothes 

& sword 


a flying carpet 


the fringe of the magic carpet 
the Caliph’s body 
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CALROGE 


CAMEL 
BOWL 

APE 
SEASHELL 


METS CHARACTERS: 
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USERO 
USER 1 
USER2 


USERNn 


- the Caliph’s clothes 


ee 
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ti. Appendix & - Names 


first 
ATT AY Ss, 

¢ name is always 
nave the middie name 


Aamar al Aakmar 
Harun al Rashid 
&bi bin KALilabanh 
Ton al Suman 
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@nanes are to be assigned as passuords to obtein &@ users possessions 
entering the game. 
and stored as 
"al" or 
i Elle 


The first and last names could all be 
imdexes into the arrays. Note that the mid- 
"ban", Heros from the northern kingdom 
Heros from the southern kingdom use “bin”. 


Ma‘an bin Zaidah Shahryar al Zaman 
2u €1 Kuraa Sulayman > > 
Kamar al zaman Sakhr al Jinni 
Abdul + > 
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Appendix © - List of Game Clues for the Embedded Manual. 
t ride a camel that isn’t yours 

tf bring a camel into a bazaar 

t buy a camel right away, wait for the price to go down 


easy to make money at the Friday Night Fights 
location of the magic wall 
location and time of the magic voice 
fact that there are crystal bails, and how to get them 
fact that it is possible to have an interview with the Caliph 
t speak before the Caliph does 
Caliph gives gifts when he is in a good mood 
odds are three to one when the Caliph goes to the friday night fight 
a tavern owner a gift to be safe, or act aggressive 
G enter the bedroom of the Jinni 
ft awaken the Jinni 


location and worth of the guru’s information 

@e te go to see the System Ids of all users 

to turn on the Pool of Abliution to see where everyone 
in the desert, 


LS 
Horses are faster on the ground 


fact that there are caves, and their default entry password 

Fact that there ara cave finders. 

fact that all cave passwords are uniqgqua 

fact that old caves are set back to the default entry password 

fact that the giant on Giant island will eat you 

fact that the prisoners on giant island tell great game clues 

fact that the only way to leave Rukh island is to ride the bird 

fact that the only way to land safely on Jeweled Island is to ride the 61: 
fact that jewels are free te take on the jyewelead island 

fact that Fish Island is actually a fish, so you should land there 

fact that Harem isiand is actually lure to lead you to a seaserpent 

fact that the only way out af the Cavernous island is by underground stra. 
only way off the isle of the palace of 40 doors is ride the winged stalli-: 
fact that you should dismount your camel when you first enter new territo 
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